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E A D E R S H I P  M E S S A G EL

( PROF. NIKHIL TANDON )
DIRECTOR
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Dear AIIMS Family,

It is a moment of pride, bringing out the third edition of The AIIMS
Newsletter, offering a glimpse into the continued progress and
achievements of AIIMS New Delhi during May-August 2026.

This period has also marked a significant phase in the Institute’s
journey and the continued pursuit of our shared institutional goals.
As AIIMS moves forward, our commitment to excellence in patient
care, medical education, research, and public service remains
unwavering.

The successful conduct of the 51ˢᵗ Convocation, advances in specialised clinical care, and noteworthy research
collaborations reflect the dedication and expertise that define our institution. Equally, our contributions to
community welfare and initiatives that enrich campus life reaffirm that the spirit of AIIMS extends beyond its
clinical and academic responsibilities.

The period has also witnessed an important development in the Institute’s leadership. We take great pride in the
appointment of Prof. M. Srinivas, former Director of AIIMS New Delhi, as a full-time Member of NITI Aayog,
Government of India. This appointment reflects the recognition of his experience and expertise at the national
level, while marking a new chapter in the Institute’s leadership as AIIMS continues its pursuit of excellence
across all its domains.

I extend my sincere appreciation to our faculty members, residents, students, nursing officers, administrative
personnel, and support staff for their continued dedication and teamwork. Every achievement featured in this
edition reflects the collective efforts of the AIIMS family and contributes to our shared vision of Viksit Bharat.
With best wishes,
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A Transition in Leadership

Prof. Nikhil Tandon assumed the interim charge of
Director, AIIMS New Delhi, following the appointment
of Prof. M. Srinivas as Member, NITI Aayog on 27
April 2026.

th

AIIMS New Delhi was named the No. 1 medical
university in India in The Week Medical University
Rankings at The Week Education Conclave 2026
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AIIMS New Delhi retained the top position among
medical colleges in the Indian Institutional Ranking
Framework (IIRF) Rankings 2026.

AIIMS New Delhi reaffirmed its position as the
country's premier medical institution through a series of
prestigious recognitions.

AIIMS secured a global
rank of 105 in the
Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) World University
Rankings by Subject
2026 for Medicine, the
highest of any Indian
medical institution.

AIIMS New Delhi Earns Top Honours 

AIIMS Celebrates its 51  Convocation  st

AIIMS New Delhi held its 51  Convocation in May
2026, conferring 523 degrees across disciplines. Graced
by Shri C. P. Radhakrishnan, Hon'ble Vice President of
India and Shri Jagat Prakash Nadda, Union Minister for
Health & Family Welfare, the milestone ceremony
celebrated the achievements of its graduating students
and reaffirmed the institute's enduring commitment to
medical education, research and patient care.

st
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AIIMS New Delhi received the Punjab Sewa Award
2026 from Global Sikhs, presented in June 2026. The
honour recognised the lifesaving work of the
institute's 22-member Flood Relief Team, which
conducted door-to-door medical outreach across
flood-hit districts during the September 2025 Punjab
Floods, treating over 3,100 patients.

Strengthening Cross-Border Health Ties:
AIIMS–Bhutan MoU

AIIMS New Delhi and Bhutan's Khesar Gyalpo
University of Medical Sciences (KGUMSB) signed
an MoU in Thimphu during the India–Bhutan
Development Cooperation Talks in July 2026, to
advance collaboration in health education, research,
and academic exchange.

AIIMS Honoured with Punjab Sewa
Award 2026

Inauguration of Policy & Training Cell in the Academic Section

In July 2026, Prof. Nikhil Tandon, Director of AIIMS New Delhi, formally inaugurated the newly established
Policy & Training Cell within the Academic Section. This strategic milestone marks a significant step forward in
the institution's ongoing mission to strengthen academic policies, elevate training initiatives, and foster robust
professional development for faculty, researchers, and staff. The dedicated cell is designed to streamline
institutional guidelines, cement forward-thinking policies, and introduce continuous innovation to shape the
standards of medical education and administration for the years and generations ahead. 
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A Rare Feat: AIIMS Performs Second
Dual Kidney Transplant   

6

AIIMS New Delhi successfully performed its second
dual kidney transplantation in July 2026, with
kidneys from a 70-year-old donor. The achievement
reflects seamless multidisciplinary coordination
among Army Research & Referral Hospital,
Command Hospital and the AIIMS New Delhi team.

50 Robotic Whipple Procedures in a
Year!

The Department of Surgical Oncology, Dr. BRA-
IRCH, AIIMS New Delhi, marked a proud milestone
with the successful completion of 50 Robotic
Whipple procedures within just one year. This
achievement reflects the commitment to precision,
innovation, and improved patient outcomes.

Lung-Sparing Surgery at Four Months

The Department of Paediatric Surgery successfully
performed a lung-sparing segmentectomy in a four-
month-old infant with bilateral CPAM in July 2026.
Led by Prof. Vishesh Jain, with selective lung
ventilation by Dr Abhishek N and the Anaesthesia
team, the procedure preserved healthy lung tissue,
and the infant was discharged within two days.

Rethinking Nutrition in Clinical Practice 

The Department of Physiology hosted a National
Symposium in July 2026 on "Lifestyle and Diet:
Nutrition, Wellness and Clinical Practice," calling
for the "Food Is Medicine" principle to be integrated
into MBBS education and clinical practice, and
featuring the release of a new textbook on nutrition
and lifestyle.
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A New Lease of Life: AIIMS Team
Operates on a 209 kg Patient
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Emergency Medicine Day 
 21  May 2026st

The Department of Emergency Medicine marked the
day with EDUSPHERE, an interactive exhibition of its
work in POCUS, nurse-led triage, toxicology,
simulation, ABG interpretation, mass casualty
management and nerve blocks. The Director, Prof.
Nikhil Tandon, visited the teams. 

Workshop on Robotic Breast Surgery

AIIMS New Delhi hosted the 1  South-East Asia
Cadaveric Workshop conducted by the Department of
Surgical Oncology on Robotic Breast Surgery and
Whole Breast Reconstruction in July 2026, attended by
national and international specialist surgeons.

st

A multidisciplinary AIIMS team performed successful
bariatric surgery on a 32-year-old man weighing 209
kg (BMI 74) with severe sleep apnoea. After 32 days
of intensive preparation, airway stabilisation, a very
low-calorie diet, and physiotherapy, his weight
dropped enough to make the otherwise inoperable
surgery possible.

Current Concepts in Arthroplasty  

The Department of Orthopaedics hosted its flagship
three-day conference in July 2026, featuring faculty
from seven countries and a diverse programme of
academic and surgical sessions. The conference
included live robotic and kinematic knee and
complex/revision hip arthroplasty, masterclasses on
periprosthetic fractures and infection and a
symposium on AI and the direct anterior approach.
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Programme on Implementation of NABH
6  Editionth

In collaboration with the Department of Hospital
Administration, AIIMS New Delhi, a Programme on
Implementation (POI) of NABH 6  Edition was
conducted in July 2026 which emphasized continuous
quality improvement and strengthening of systems.

th

Stroke is Preventable and Treatable

The Department of Neurology hosted the Indian
Stroke Association CME in August 2026, expanding
stroke care, drawing over 400 professionals, and
marking the centenary of cerebral angiography.

The Dr. R.P.C.O.S., along with Roche India Healthcare
Institute, launched the Modulated Retina Training
Programme in August 2026, at the new National Retina
Skill Development Centre, aimed to train 100+
ophthalmologists over three years.

Training Eyes on the Future: A National
Retina Skill Centre

Delhi Anaesthesiology Meet

The Department of Anaesthesiology, Pain Medicine
and Critical Care hosted the ISA Delhi Clinical Meet in
August 2026, in collaboration with the Indian Society
of Anaesthesiologists (ISA), Delhi Branch. The
programme featured scientific presentations, wellness
session on clinician well-being and an interactive quiz.

National Capacity Building Programme
on Medical Oxygen Management

The Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, in
collaboration with the Department of Hospital
Administration, AIIMS New Delhi, successfully
concluded the National Capacity Building Programme
on Medical Oxygen Management (2025–26). AIIMS
New Delhi served as the Nodal Training Centre, with
eight regional centres supporting the programme,
which developed a competency-based curriculum and
training guide for standardisation. 

Frontiers in Hip Reconstruction

The Department of Orthopaedics conducted “Frontiers
in Hip Reconstruction: Oncology to Revision THR” in
May 2026, an instructional course on peri-acetabular
and femoral reconstruction in collaboration with
SPARC, Government of India. Reported as the first
SPARC collaboration with an AIIMS institution, the
course featured Prof. Duncan Whitwell from Oxford as
the international faculty.
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The Department of Microbiology and the HICC, NCI
Jhajjar, ran the Institute's first Infection Control Link
Nurse programme, a 16-week course for Senior
Nursing Officers from all major clinical areas. The
syllabus covered hand hygiene, PPE, surveillance of
device-associated infections and SSI, sterilisation and
antimicrobial stewardship. 

First Infection Control Link Nurses
Certified 

APPINTCON 2026: Bench to Clinic

The Department of Pathology hosted Association of
Paediatric Pathologists of India Conference in August
2026, the 8th International Paediatric Pathology
Conference, on the theme "Bench to Clinic", spanning
hands-on workshops, research presentations, and
expert sessions from India and abroad.

The Division of Paediatric Oncology, AIIMS New
Delhi, hosted the Paediatric Hematology-Oncology
Masterclass 2026, bringing together around 100
participants and 50+ faculty from across the country.
The annual Paediatric Hematology Oncology Chapter
of Indian Academy of Paediatrics featured case-based
learning, panel discussions, and OSCE sessions
focused on contemporary paediatric cancer care.

Paediatric Hematology-Oncology
Masterclass 2026

“Scan to Scope”

The Department of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
successfully conducted the “Scan to Scope” Hands-on
Workshop in August 2026 under the aegis of the
Indian Fertility Society (IFS) and AOGD, in
collaboration with SIG Ultrasound and SIG
Endoscopy. The workshop featured hands-on training
using ultrasound and laparoscopy simulators, along
with case discussions and practical insights.

Reimagining Anatomy Education

The Department of Anatomy hosted the AnatEd
Summit in August 2026, bringing national and
international experts together to explore the future of
anatomy education under Competency-Based Medical
Education (CBME), the role of AI, and modern,
patient-centred teaching.
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India's First National Database for Childhood Cancer Survivors

A study led by AIIMS New Delhi has established India's first national database tracking over 5,400
childhood cancer survivors across 20 hospitals. By following survivors over decades, the database will help
clinicians and policymakers strengthen post-cure follow-up care.

10

A Made-in-India Breakthrough in Cervical Cancer Screening

AIIMS New Delhi, ICMR and WHO's IARC validated an affordable indigenous point-of-care HPV test
(Truenat HR-HPV-Plus) in June 2026, meeting international standards. Deployable in local clinics with
minimal training, it promises to expand cervical cancer screening and advance India's elimination goals.



We thank You for Your Dedication, Service & Inspiration

Anaesthesiology, Pain
Medicine and Critical Care

Date of Retirement
30  June 2026th

Dr. Ganga Prasad
Nuclear Magnetic

Resonance

Date of Retirement
31  May 2026st

Dr. Rama Jayasundar

Dr. Seema Sen
Ocular Pathology

Date of Retirement
31  Aug 2026st

Celebrating our Retiring Faculty
The Institute bid farewell to the following faculty members upon their superannuation from service.
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Physical Medicine &
Rehabilitation

Date of Retirement
30  Apr 2026th

Dr. Sanjay Wadhwa

Microbiology

Date of Retirement
31  July 2026st

Dr. Bimal Kumar Das
Dermatology &
Venereology

Date of Retirement
30  June 2026th

Dr. M. Ramam

A C U L T Y  &  S T A F FF

Not an end, but a beautiful new beginning.
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Dr. Shilpa Sharma (Department of Paediatric
Surgery) received the Business Icon Award 2026 for
Best Contribution in the Field of Paediatric Surgery
from the Media Federation of India in August 2026.

Dr. Debasish Biswal (Department of Microbiology)
received the European Society of Global Clinical
Infectious Diseases (ESGCIP) Grant for the
IMPACT-ICU Course.

Dr. Nilanchali Singh (Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology): Appointed as International
Papillomavirus Society Country Ambassador
(2026–27).

Prof. Uma Kumar (Department of Rheumatology):
Member, Institutional Ethics Committee, HNB
Uttarakhand Medical Education University. Dr. Sulagna Bhattacharjee (Department of

Anaesthesiology): Recognised as “Critical Care
Wizard” by the Anaesthesia and Critical Care
Foundation.

Dr. Sarita Mohapatra (Department of Microbiology)
was elected as an Executive Committee Member and
Science Officer of the ESGUTI (ESCMID Study
Group for Urinary Tract Infections under European
Society of Clinical Microbiology and Infectious
Diseases).

Dr. Amarinder Singh Malhi (Department of Radio-
diagnosis and Interventional Radiology) was elected
as a member of the Delhi Medical Council (DMC)
from AIIMS, New Delhi.

Dr. Harshal R. Salve (Centre for Community
Medicine) was nominated as a member of the
Executive Committee of Indian Aerosol Science and
Technology Association (IASTA).

From the Department of Paediatrics Dr. Jagdish
Prasad Meena received Global Health Scholarships at
the International Society of Paediatric Oncology
(SIOP) 2026; Dr Debabrata Mohapatra won the
Young Investigator Award at SIOP 2026 and Dr
Aditya Kumar Gupta earned the American Society of
Hematology Fellowship.

Dr. Seema Singhal (Department of Obstetrics and
Gynaecology): Awarded ICMR–DHR International
Fellowship in Robotic Oncology at Samsung
Medical Center, Korea.

Dr. Peush Sahni, Former Editor, National Medical
Journal of India (NMJI) was felicitated for his
contribution to the Institute journal, spanning more
than two decades.

Prof. Rachna Seth (Department of Paediatrics):
Member, MoHFW Technical Expert Group on
Childhood Cancers.

Dr. Danveer Bhadu (Department of Rheumatology):
Treasurer, Society for Osteoarthritis Research
(SOAR)

Dr. Namrata Sharma (Dr. RPCOS) delivered the
Catrina De MEDICI "Innovator Medal Lecture" at the
World Keratoconus Congress in Florence, Italy. She
was also awarded the "Dr. P.K. Jain Oration" by
Delhi Ophthalmological Society (DOS), the "RN
Bajpai Oration" by Kanpur Ophthalmic Society and
elected as Vice President, DOS. 

Dr. Pratik Kumar (Medical Physics Unit, Dr.
BRAIRCH) delivered the Dr. N.C. Singhal Oration at
the 31st Annual Conference of the Northern Chapter
of the Association of Medical Physicists of India at
SNM College, Jaipur.

Faculty in the Spotlight 
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Doclympics 

RDA organised DOCLYMPICS 2026 in July 2026, a
5-day sporting celebration featuring 8 events across 5
venues, with 300+ games, 20+ categories, and 100+
trophies. With the introduction of Shot Put and Tug of
War, the event brought residents together to celebrate
sportsmanship, teamwork, and healthy competition.

Lawn Tennis & Volleyball

RDA organised Lawn Tennis and Volleyball in May
2026, bringing together 6 teams and more than 120
players over 3 days. The sporting event was open to
all residents, fostering teamwork, sportsmanship, and
a spirit of healthy competition.

Fire Drill in Hostel Complex

RDA organised a Fire Mock Drill in the hostel complex
in June 2026, in collaboration with the Fire
Department, AIIMS Delhi, following recent fire
incidents. The drill focused on enhancing fire safety
awareness, emergency preparedness, and safe
evacuation practices among residents.

BB Dikshit Library

The ground floor was inaugurated by Director Prof.
Nikhil Tandon in July 2026.

Doctors’ Day Celebration

RDA hosted the Doctors’ Day celebrations on 1  July at
the JL Auditorium, AIIMS New Delhi, bringing
residents together for an evening of celebration and
camaraderie. The event featured a stand-up comedy
performance by Chirag Panjwani along with storytelling
by Kshitij Sharma, adding a lively and engaging touch
to the celebrations.

st
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Coffee Points Across Campus

RDA facilitated the opening of 24×7 Coffee Points
at AB8, JPNATC and CDER between May and
August 2026, providing residents with convenient
access to fresh coffee across key campus locations.
The initiative aimed to enhance resident amenities
and create accessible spaces for refreshment and
interaction.

CPR Training Programme 

SYS conducted a Basic Life Support (BLS) and
CPR Training Programme for PhD scholars,
equipping researchers with essential life-saving
skills for emergencies in laboratories and academic
spaces. The initiative promoted safety,
preparedness, and confidence while fostering a
culture of responsibility and well-being across the
academic community.

Residents in the Limelight

Dr. Shubham Samantaray (Senior Resident, Physiology) was awarded the First Prize in Free
Communication, at the 18th World Congress of Biological Psychiatry & 5th Global Congress of
Biological Psychiatry Joint Meeting, held in August 2026.

Dr Himanshu (Senior Resident, Paediatrics): Young Investigator Award, European Society for
Paediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology and Nutrition, 2026.

Dr Saurav Sharma (Senior Resident, Paediatrics) received the Best Oral Award at the International
Society of Paediatric Oncology (SIOP) Asia 2026.

Dr. Amitabh Singh (Senior Resident, Paediatrics) received Global Health Scholarships at SIOP 2026.

Dr. Harsh Jain (Junior Resident, Microbiology) received the Best Poster Award at the IAMM Delhi
Chapter.

Dr Mahima, Dr Abhishek, Dr Parvez, and Dr Devadarshan (Junior Residents, Emergency Medicine)
received first prize at EM PARV 2026 National quiz.
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Sight Beyond Sight: AI Smart Glasses
Empower Visually Impaired Students

AIIMS New Delhi, through the Dr. R.P. Centre for
Ophthalmic Sciences distributed AI-enabled Smart
Vision Glasses to 40 visually impaired students in
Delhi-NCR in May 2026. The devices convert
surroundings into audio cues to aid reading, object
recognition, and navigation. Nearly 1,500 students
are registered, with  1,700 to benefit in phases.

342 Units of Hope: AIIMS Marks
World Blood Donor Day 

On World Blood Donor Day, 14  June 2026, the
Department of Transfusion Medicine, AIIMS New
Delhi, collected 342 blood units through a
dedicated donation camp. Personnel from the
CRPF, ITBP, NDRF, Indian Navy, and other
paramilitary forces came forward as donors,
reaffirming the life-saving spirit of blood donation.

th

Honouring the Spirit of Organ Donation

The Organ Retrieval Banking Organisation
(ORBO), AIIMS New Delhi, felicitated 38 donor
families under the Angdaan-Jeevan Sanjeevani
Abhiyaan in August 2026. Turning grief into a
life-saving gift, these families gave many a second
chance at life, an enduring inspiration for us.

Blood Donation on Doctors’ Day 

On Doctors’ Day 2026, RDA, in collaboration
with FAIMS, organised a Blood Donation Drive to
promote voluntary blood donation and community
service. The drive witnessed an enthusiastic
response, with more than 120 donors coming
forward to contribute to the cause.
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A Home Away from Home

AIIMS New Delhi signed a Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) MoU with the Sevadaan
Arogya Foundation in August 2026, to build and
operate a 1,600 bedded Vishram Sadan on campus,
offering affordable, dignified accommodation for
patient attendants travelling from across the
country. It was signed by Director Prof. Nikhil
Tandon and Foundation Director Mr. Mohit Shah.

CPR Training and Awareness programme

RDA, in collaboration with the Departments of Emergency Medicine and Anaesthesia, AIIMS New Delhi,
conducted a CPR training and awareness programme in July for more than 80 school students from nearby
schools, along with participants from various cadres including AIIMS undergraduate students. The initiative
aimed to promote basic life-saving skills and improve awareness of emergency response among young learners
and the AIIMS community.

Environment Day: Plantation Drive

On the occasion of World Environment Day, RDA,
in collaboration with campus food service partners,
organised a plantation drive in June 2026, led by
AIIMS Director Prof. Nikhil Tandon. The initiative
promoted environmental awareness and encouraged
collective participation in creating a greener and
more sustainable campus.
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Caring for the Minds that Care Through Science
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As part of the International Day of Yoga 2026
countdown, the Centre for Integrative Medicine and
Research (CIMR) conducted a series of workshops
promoting wellbeing among those at the heart of
healthcare and science. AIIMS researchers and scientists
took part in Y-Chetna, a workshop for Researchers and
Scientists featuring a talk on "Yoga for Healthy Ageing." 

A yoga Break session was organized at the Mother
and Child Block (MCB), AIIMS New Delhi. Amid
continuous clinical duties, it gave healthcare teams
space to pause and practise simple yoga, fostering
calm, poise, and a reminder that self-care sustains
empathy.

AIIMS New Delhi celebrated the 12  International Day
of Yoga on 21 June 2026 with a mass yoga
demonstration led by the Centre for Integrative
Medicine and Research (CIMR). Over 4,000
participants, faculty, senior administration, researchers,
and students, took part.

th

 Celebrating Independence Day

AIIMS New Delhi marked Independence Day on 15
August 2026 with flag hoisting and patriotic spirit.
Director Dr. Nikhil Tandon urged the AIIMS family
to continue its commitment to compassionate patient
care and to making the highest standard of healing
accessible to every citizen.
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 Herbal Garden Reopening at JPNATC
RDA facilitated the reopening of the JPNATC
Herbal Garden in July for doctors and students,
providing a dedicated recreational space within the
hostel complex. The initiative aimed to enhance
residents’ access to safe and accessible spaces for
relaxation and recreation.

RDA introduced two electric shuttle services in
May 2026, connecting the Masjid Moth Hostel
Campus with the Main Campus and providing
convenient morning transportation for residents
and students. The initiative covers key hostel,
academic, and clinical locations, facilitating
smoother and more accessible daily commuting
across the campus.

Electric Morning Shuttle Service

Cafe 5 was inaugurated in August by Prof. Nikhil
Tandon, Director, AIIMS New Delhi, in the
presence of Prof. Sanjay Rai. The new café adds
another convenient refreshment space for
residents, faculty members and staff, further
enhancing the campus experience.

Cafe 5 Inauguration

RDA facilitated the opening of Chaayos and
Dohful Cookies & Coffee at AIIMS New Delhi in
June 2026, under the leadership of Prof. Sanjay
Rai, Hostel Superintendent. Chaayos offers 24-
hour service, enhancing convenient food and
beverage options for residents and students.

Chaayos and Dohful 
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ACROSS
6. Turns X-rays, CT, MRI and ultrasound into pictures and often ends with “clinical correlation
advised.” (9)
7. Your immune system’s security department, excellent at defence. (10)
11. The specialty where “my stomach hurts” becomes a 16-letter detective story. (16)
12. Turns “this might hurt” into “you’ll remember absolutely nothing.” (11)
13. The specialist who knows why your rash is definitely not “just dry skin.” (11)
14. Listens to a heart, then asks it to explain itself in 12 leads. (10)

DOWN
1. Studies tiny organisms that can be invisible but somehow ruin your weekend. (12)
2. The nervous system’s map room where neurons, reflexes and localisation meet. (9)
3. Hormones, glucose, glands and the eternal battle with insulin. (13)
4. Where the question is always “What happens next?” from an action potential to a full-
blown reflex. (10)
5. Reads tissues like a cellular crime scene. (9)
8. Where electrolytes, filtration and creatinine become the day’s main characters. (10)
9. Where mood, thought, behaviour and neurotransmitters meet. (10)
10. Bones, joints and the art of fixing what gravity and football broke. (12)

19

THE MEDICAL UNIVERSE = SCIENCE × SPECIALTIES × MEDTECH
Can you diagnose all the specialties?
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